
 
 

 
 
Business support for Creative and Innovative Businesses in Scotland 
 
Cultural Enterprise Office – 
The Cultural Enterprise Office provides information, advice surgeries and training in business skills for people 
starting, or already working, in the cultural and creative industries in Scotland.  They have some brilliant online 
resources including ‘costing your work’ to ‘promotion and marketing’.  
  
 This useful Business Development Map shows potential grant/support organisations for new businesses in 

Scotland and the rest of the UK – applicable to anyone, not just creative industries:  
http://culturalenterpriseoffice.co.uk/ceo/business_map_preview.asp?bm_rec_num=1&ACTION=VIEW  

 
 This Creative Business Development Map of services and provisions available for creative industry businesses 

in Scotland and the rest of the UK: 
http://culturalenterpriseoffice.co.uk/ceo/business_map_preview.asp?bm_rec_num=2&ACTION=VIEW  

 
ICASS - The Innovator's Counselling and Advisory Service - ICASS is a government initiative, funded by the 
Scottish Executive, which provides specialist advice and support for Scotland's inventors and innovative 
companies. A network of advisers cover the whole of Scotland providing a service that is free and completely 
confidential. The service includes help with developing and protecting new inventions, products, services, and 
processes. 
 
Scottish Arts Council - The Scottish Arts Council is the lead body for the funding, development and advocacy of 
the arts in Scotland.  Includes links to regularly updated sources of funding.  
 
Scottish Business Grants – The Scottish Government can provide financial assistance to new and existing 
businesses in Scotland. Following a review of our grant scheme structure in 2007, we can offer direct financial 
support through our Investment and Innovation Grants which could help develop your business. Including 
SMART:SCOTLAND provides financial assistance to SMEs to help support projects, which represent a significant 
technological advance for the UK sector or industry concerned. 
 
Scottish Enterprise - The High Growth Start-up Unit is based in Glasgow, but works with companies across 
Scotland. It provides intensive support to pre-start companies to ensure they have the best opportunity to 
maximise their ambitious growth potential. To qualify for the team's help, you should be: starting a business 
that will achieve a minimum £5 million valuation by the end of its third year of trading; be involved in a project 
where technology and know-how form the competitive advantage; have the potential to trade globally; and 
have a commitment, passion and hunger to succeed. 
 
Business Gateway - the service run by Scottish Enterprise and local partners - gives advice to Scottish 
businesses on possible sources of funding. Online services cover - plan and manage your finances; find out what 
grants and government support are available for your business; create your own action plan to get your 
business started; and get to grips with tax and VAT. 
 
Prince's Scottish Youth Business Trust - Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust - provide essential finance and 
professional support to young people in Scotland aged 18-25, to set up and run their own businesses. 
 
Interface - provides a central access point for companies, individuals and commercial organisations to Scotland's 
university research base. Interface sources the appropriate expertise, knowledge, skills and facilities that exist 
within Scotland's Universities in response to specific queries, facilitates introductions to collaborative partners 
and also provides advice on potential funding options. 
 
Targeting Innovation - provides technology and business management consulting services and project 
management for the public sector. 
 
Linc Scotland - Local Investment and networking company set up to bring together companies in search of 
finance and business expertise with individuals prepared to invest their money and time.  
 
Scottish Equity Partners  - provides venture capital for new and growing companies in Scotland. It can invest up 
to £5m in financing and up to £20m in early-stage and high-growth businesses.  
 
 
 


